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18/03/2020 

Dear parents/carers, 

 

At present, we are unsure for how much longer schools will be open. 

 

To ensure that children are still accessing learning should the school close, we have created year group 

web pages that will include learning for children to complete at home, along with other links to websites 

that children can use to access online content. These pages can be found on the school website  

www.essendineprimary.co.uk under the ‘pupils’ tab or by clicking on the following link: 

https://www.essendineprimary.co.uk/pupil-resources 

 

From today, 2 weeks’ worth of learning will be available on the web pages listed above.  

 

I stress that this is in the eventuality of a school closure or if you are already not at school following 

Public Health and Government advice to isolate. 

 

If the school remains closed for a longer period of time after the spring holiday, work will be posted 

daily on the website for children to complete, which you will need to check. 

 

Teachers will not be able to mark this work, however, it will a great opportunity for parents and children 

to share and enjoy the learning together. 

 

Thanks in advance for your cooperation during these difficult times. 

 

Best regards, 

 

Lisa Farrow 

Headteacher  

 

 

 

16/03/20 

 

Dear Families of Essendine, 

As you are aware from the media and the updates we are sending you from the Department of 
Education (DfE), the situation and advice re the Coronavirus (Covid -19) pandemic is changing daily, 
sometimes hourly. These are uncertain and anxious times for us all and many of you have queried 
when and if the school will close.  As I write, the advice to schools from Public Health England and the 
DfE is that schools in England remain open and therefore Essendine will remain open until further 
notice.  

 

What’s the current situation? 

 The school remains open – this is the current official guidance we’ve been given 

 Pupils should attend unless they feel unwell – if your child has any of the following symptoms 
they should remain at home for 7 days: 
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 a new, continuous cough and/or  
 a temperature  

 If your child is unwell, report this as you would normally by ringing the school 0203 329 0201 or 
emailing the school at office@essendine.org.uk 

 We have made the decision that we will be cancelling all trips/visits and visitors into the school 

 All whole school events will be going ahead such as class and school assemblies 

 We’ll keep you up to date with any changes to the current situation 
 

What we’re doing to protect and support pupils and staff  

 If your child becomes ill at school we will contact you and ask that you pick your child up. 

 We are having a deep clean of the school over Easter but in the meantime we are disinfecting 
door handles, school equipment and tables etc. to keep the place as clean as possible  

 Enforcing hand-washing on a regular basis 

 Lessons for pupils about hygiene and how to deal with anxiety 
 

What we need you to do 

 If you’ve recently changed your contact details, please inform the school office as soon as 
possible  

 Talk to your children about the coronavirus. It’s a scary time and we should make sure children 
feel supported. BBC Newsround has regular updates for younger children and YoungMinds has 
practical steps older children can take to help with anxiety 

 Come and collect your child straight away, if we ask you to (we’ll contact you if they become ill 
with either a temperature or a new, continuous cough) 

 If a family member or close contact is self-  isolating with symptoms, please inform us immediately and your 

child should not come to school 

 

What happens if the school has to close? 

We’ll only close if we’re either officially advised to do so or we don’t have enough staff to run the 
school. In either case, we’ll: 
 

 Text you to let alert you of the closure as well as put it on the front page of our website.   

 We will also let you know when the school will be reopened via the website and by text. 
 
Please keep in mind that we’re only sending out this information to help the school community 
prepare. There are currently no plans to close. 

 
If you have any questions 

Please consult the: 

 NHS, if you want to know more about the symptoms of coronavirus. If you think you or your child 
may have the symptoms, use NHS 111 online if at all possible before calling 111 

 Department for Education’s coronavirus helpline: 0800 046 8687, if you have any questions about 
the government’s response to coronavirus in relation to schools 

 Government’s travel advice, if you want to know whether any upcoming trip or holiday you’re 
taking abroad should go ahead 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround#more-stories-2
https://youngminds.org.uk/blog/what-to-do-if-you-re-anxious-about-coronavirus/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-advice-novel-coronavirus


In addition to these measures, the staff team have been preparing home learning packs to ensure 
that your child can continue to learn and consolidate their knowledge, skills and understanding at 
home should the school have to close. This includes work which the children will take home on 
Wednesday and links to educational websites.  I encourage all parents ask their child to log in to SAM 
learning also. 
 
During this unusual time, we would want your children to feel secure and reassured that everyone is 
doing their best to look after them. One way we can do this is to maintain normal school bedtime 
and morning wake up routines. Getting enough sleep every day is very important, especially when 
protecting the body from illness. 
 
We hope this planning helps you feel reassured about what would happen in the event of a closure 
but in the meantime, we remain focused on educating your children.  
 
Thank you in advance for your continued cooperation and support. 
 
Lisa Farrow 
Headteacher 
 

 


